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Hey Helen, 


This week was a little better then last as far as attendance goes. I felt I was able to at least get everyone engaged and to contribute in some way. Things that went well this week included the fact that everyone in the group went along with what was being said and taught. They focused and seemed to know how to set up certain problems when their memory was being jogged along. I kept asking each individual to contribute in some way. Even if they didn’t know what to say I would convince them to at least take a guess, which would usually be the correct guess, at what they thought because there was nothing to lose. Once they would at least guess, right or wrong they felt and showed as if they were trying. It really showed if they guess right obviously because it shows that they really do no something. I try to be humorous and keep the kids relaxed so that way they don’t feel pressured and are not falling asleep. I tell the kids to take their time with their problems so that way they could really think about what they’re doing and not wait for an answer to be given right away by the kids who are farther ahead. 


What didn’t go well this week was that on Monday, I think the fumes of the markers were really starting to annoy some of them. So while I would try to go on with the lesson, all I could think about was that there was nothing I could really do about the marker fumes. I trudged on with the lesson, and things seemed to be ok, kids seemed to be getting the hang of how to set up the equations the definitions of the vocabulary. The thing that always bugs me though is when I’m in the middle of helping a student out with a problem they are doing, or telling the students how to solve something, that bell always rings when I’m not ready for it, and the kids are gone. I have to work on keeping track of when the class will let out so that in the future the kids understand things without being in a rush to leave. Needless to say I’m going to be watching that clock more. 

Thanks Helen, and good luck with everything




Matthew Garozzo

