Journal 

Thursday September 27, 2007


This past week at Lafayette has been mostly students working on worksheets independently rather than a class discussion or lecture. Tuesday and Thursday I realized that I do not like this form of instruction. Students were instructed to go into this material head first with no previous guidance. I feel that this can be more harm than good. If students are given a worksheet to work on with little or no previous guidance they can easily become frustrated since they will have a hard time understanding what to do. For example, on Thursday the students were asked to write the equation of a line. Many of the students could not remember the general equation. Even when we placed the equation y=mx+b on the board, they still had no clue what m or b stood for. 


Though many students prefer worksheets compared to lecture style teaching, without guided instruction from a teacher I feel students will have a very difficult time getting though the material. I think work sheets are a great tool for review and to bring everything together. They can be used in preparation for a test, and make great tools to get students working in groups. However I feel that it should not be used to introduce new material without teacher guidance. 


By allowing students to work on these sheets independently you are able to see how each one progresses, and where some are having more difficulty than others. On Thursday I notice that one if the students was finished with the assignment far before the others. At the time we had nothing to give her to do, so she sat quietly and read a book. If you are going to teach using a worksheet it is a good idea to have something for those students who finish early to work on. I did not realize until later that day that we could have let her start on the homework that was handed out at the end of class. 
