Helen Marsh 

Journal Week Two - 9/18/07 and 9/20/07


Overall the lessons worked well, the problem this week was more that the students did not show up.  When none of your students show up you postpone the lesson for the day to the next and it just becomes a cycle of postponement.  


The one thing that I did notice was that one of the questions that I wrote did not work out probably since it did not match the picture (question 6, worksheet (b) on lesson for Wednesday).  The math itself was correct however I did not notice the mistake until I was going over it with a student.  I felt like an idiot.  The thing that surprised me most was that many people read the lesson and no one said a thing to me about the problem.  


One thing that I am noticing with the students is that they do not know how to ask themselves questions.  One student tells us that he does not know what to do.  However if we ask him “What do you do next?” or “What should you do with …?”  he can tell us.  I made a point of telling him, when looking at a problem to ask himself what he should do next.  Hopefully this will help him; I do get the feeling that I will probably be telling him to do this often.

We had to write a quiz this week, its not as easy as you think.  We had to make sure that we had enough questions that covered most if not all of the material.  We also included material from the previous week since the students weren’t assessed on the material.  

Overall the week was good; when the students showed up they seemed to get what we were teaching them. I just wished that the students would show up on a consistent basis.

