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This week at Lafayette went better than the first week, but we are still a day behind. Both of the lessons that we taught this week took a lot more time than was anticipated. I found myself spending more time on certain problems or concepts because the students didn’t really understand. This caused us to not finish either of the lessons that we had to teach. If the majority of the students don’t understand something, we obviously have to spend more time on it and try to teach it in a different way because they need to understand in order to move on to new topics. However, how much time is too much time to spend on a specific problem or concept? 
I think that the problem we chose to do for an introduction today was not the best one we could have used. It took up way too much time as it was only supposed to be a quick review. We were rushed to pick one in the morning just before class because Mr. Koestler wanted us to review word problems, but I feel we could have come up with a better problem to go over. Next time, I will be a little more prepared to review the previous day’s lesson should we decide to so that I’m not rushed to pick a problem that may not be appropriate for what I need to do.

There is one particular girl in my group that has a lot of trouble understanding most of the concepts that we are teaching. I can tell that she is trying so hard to understand, harder than anyone else in the group, but she is still struggling. I try to spend extra time explaining the concepts in various ways, giving her mnemonic devices and other memory tricks wherever I could. I also tried to help her with the problems as Bill was teaching the rest of the group, but then she falls a little bit behind the rest of the class. I’m not sure what the right thing to do is. I would hate to continue with the lesson without her understanding because she is trying so hard, but I also have to think about the rest of the group. Do I take the time to help her since she really doesn’t understand, or do I let her follow along with the rest of the class because the rest of the students do understand?

I hope that next week we can get caught up to where we need to be. As I spend more time with my students, I am getting to know their strengths and weaknesses. Hopefully, this will help me to learn to be more effective as a teacher and also help me to manage my time better.

