Casie Croff
Dates:  9/17/07 and 9/19/07

Monday, 9/17/07


Today’s lesson was rather frustrating and discouraging.  I think it was a mix of the students’ lack of involvement and lack of recall that was making me frustrated.  Last week’s lessons seemed to go so well and today the students appeared as though they had never seen the material before.  This made it extremely difficult to teach the lesson as I initially planned to because the students weren’t asking or answering any questions and weren’t participating in the discussions.  It was rather boring and monotonous to teach a lesson that was mostly lecture because there was no indication that the students were actually understanding or following the material.  I hate lecturing.  It also had to be boring for them to sit there and just listen to me.  You would think they would want to participate to make it a little more interesting.  I feel they gain so much more from a lesson if I let them and encourage them to figure things out rather than feed them the material.   


The absolute value portion of the lesson shocked me.  I was not anticipating such confusion with what I thought would be an easy concept to teach.  Unfortunately, I’m not sure if it was the way I was presenting it to them or their state of mind that was making the concept seem so difficult.  I had to spend quite a bit of time on absolute value and that was not the plan at all.  I thought I would just have to give them a definition and some examples to help clarify.  The students needed more than that to grasp the idea.  I guess you can just never be sure of how things will go and what the students will understand.  I would like to be able to physically see what, when, or where things went wrong in the lesson so I know if it was all my teaching style or a combination of that and the students’ mind set and behavior.

Wednesday, 9/19/07


Today’s lesson went so much better.  The students were participating again and really made me feel confident that I was doing a good job teaching them the material and that they were understanding.  We were able to stay on task and work together through problems because they were all asking questions when they were lost or answering questions when they were asked.  Even when the answers were wrong, I was just happy they were trying and we worked together to find the error in the given answer.  I felt much more at ease in this lesson.  It was much more fun to teach and the students didn’t seem as bored.  The students were able to recall the prior knowledge about words associated with the different operations they needed to move forward with this lesson.  They completed the review sheet rather easily and were able to justify why they filled in the blanks the way they did.  I was impressed that they had (what appeared to be) such an easy time with undoing operations and multi-step problems, but struggled so much with absolute value.  I anticipated the opposite and thought this lesson would be much more difficult for them to understand after seeing how much they struggled with the concept of absolute value.  As always, I would’ve liked to have more time.  I wouldn’t necessarily change the lesson because it was effective, but there never seems to be enough time to accomplish as you’d like in each lesson.  


I tried to initiate the idea of working backwards by comparing to retracing your steps if you had lost something and had to go back and find it.  I think the students were able to make a connection to the material when they realized that undoing operations is similar to retracing your steps.  You always have to start where you ended and continue on until you get to the starting point (or find the lost item).  The one thing that students were initially confused about was why they didn’t use PEMDAS or reverse its order when working backwards.  I tried to explain, but I guess I would’ve liked to have a better answer for them.  I definitely did not think about that, but when we’ve drilled PEMDAS into their heads when performing operations, I can see where they’d get confused that we’re not following that here.  I just put an equation up and tried to show how much easier it was to divide get rid of the denominator on the one side first as opposed to trying to work with the numerator first.  They seemed to agree, but I don’t really think I answered their question.   

