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Tuesday was an interesting day because not only did we have to teach the lesson that was written for that day, but we also had to review rational and irrational numbers.  Since we are pressed for time, I did not get a chance to use the lesson plan which I had wrote for the previous Thursday’s class.  So, instead of that, we had to do a sort of “off the cuff” review of what rational and irrational numbers. 

The lesson that I had prepared centered around not just the differences between rational and irrational numbers, but it also had to do with graphing rational and irrational numbers on a number line, as well as using a calculator to estimate the value of irrational numbers in order to compare their values to rational numbers (which comes up on the Math A exams).  However, what was reviewed in the first part of Tuesday’s class was not quite that in depth.


The lesson started out with me writing the words “Rational” and “Irrational” on the board.  I then asked the students, “Can anyone give me an example of a rational or irrational number?”  It was doing this in an attempt to see if they were familiar with the terms rational and irrational, which I soon learned that they were not.  I wasn’t so surprised that they weren’t familiar with the terms rational and irrational because they really aren’t terms that you come across frequently in mathematics.  You almost take rational and irrational numbers for granted because they all belong to the real number system.  The review of rational and irrational took a bit longer than I would have hoped that it would, but I think that the students understood, because by the end of the lesson, they could give me examples of rational and irrational numbers.

After that, we still had to go over the lesson that was written for Tuesday.  This was kind of tricky, for this was the first time that I had ever done a lesson that I didn’t have some sort of part in, since my group wrote the lessons for the first week.  I think that the lesson really went well.  With a group this small, it is a lot easier to engage all of the students and get them involved with the lesson.  It’s great when everyone participates in the lesson because then you have a better opportunity to teach the students.


Unfortunately, we didn’t get through the entire lesson.  This is in part to the fact that we had to review rational and irrational numbers.  This is kind of a concern for me because we keep falling behind in the lessons, so I am just afraid that we will keep pushing them back further and further until we run out of time and don’t cover everything.


Thursday started out with a centipede scare, and much like a black cat crossing ones path, a centipede must also represent a bad omen for things to come.  Today, our goal was to teach the entire third lesson of week two.  The lesson was on solving multiple step equations where the variable appears on both sides of the equal sign.  However, since the students didn’t finish the notes entirely from Wednesday, we decided to go over one of the previous day’s word problems to start class.  Big mistake.  Now, I don’t find word problems all that challenging, but then again, I am a mathematics major, but the problem that we selected from the previous days notes was one that I would consider challenging.  Now, I didn’t have any trouble with it, but once that problem was written on the board, I knew that the students would struggle.

It was a pretty involved problem, but we got through it, and I felt that the students really learned from it.  It was a type of problem that required almost an abstract way of thinking.  I don’t feel that if the students were given that problem on their own that they would have been able to complete it, but with a few helpful prompts, they saw that it wasn’t as difficult as it seemed.

However, that one problem took up a big chunk of time, and we did not get anywhere close to finishing the whole lesson.  What we did do, I think that the students had a good gasp of.  So much so, that one student, Aron, volunteered to come up to the board to solve the problem when I didn’t even ask for a volunteer.   I though that it was great that he wanted to come to the board to show what he could do.  That made me feel like I might have done something to make the students want to participate in the class, which I think is very exciting.
