Matthew Garozzo

Week 13 reflection






Hey Nichole,



This week went well. I had the biggest class on Wednesday. Everyone plus one showed up. I barely even had to teach because we used a lesson that incorporated cooperative learning. I really felt like they new what they were doing despite the question, because at the beginning of class (Wed) they recalled everything they needed about circles. The only thing I had to worry about was facilitating them. When Monday came, it felt like any ordinary day that had to get done. Wednesday came and it really poked at my heart because I’m going to miss them all. They all had distinct personalities and cooperated very well for the most part of the year, but I really hope and pray that I made a difference in their lives. I cannot help but think of how they will do on the Math A, and I really wish I could be there for them. If this is that little bit of a taste for what it’s like to be a teacher on the last day of summer, it feels great. 


Now the important thing I must remind myself in the words of another teacher is “They are your students, and not your friends, they have friends of their own,” and this whole semester I feel I have been pretty mellow, but I do understand that phrase. Respect in the classroom is the only way to get their control. I’ve learned through observation and practice that if you are too light on them, they can be a handful. If you’re too rough on them, their will to learn weakens greatly. Somewhere in between is the right balance for a great learning atmosphere and success as well. 



Good luck!




Matthew Garozzo  


