Sara Szczerbinski

Journal – Week 13


WOW!!!! What a long semester it has been.  I can’t believe it is coming to an end and our time at Lafayette has expired.  This past week went fairly well, although the attendance is still down, at least when I am there.  Maybe because it is Monday?! On Monday we went over the test they took Friday on systems and monomials.  I thought it was a good idea to do so because similar questions show up frequently on the Math A Exam.  Students that were there seemed to realize their mistakes. My students usually participate in class and answer all the questions I ask, but when they come to the test, they have trouble doing it on their own.  They need more practice with the material we are introducing.  Homework isn’t really an option because we knew most of them will not hand it in, so is there really anything else we could have done?  


 Today’s lesson went very well.  Students were introduced to polynomials and then played BINGO (MATH) to reinforce what they learned.  All of the students played the game and were enthusiastic about it because they wanted to win.


Today I had more students than normal and more were students who are not usually in my group.  I didn’t know very many names so I caught myself pointing at students.  When I did that, I made sure to ask their name, so for next time I called on them I did not point.  Also, at the beginning of the period, it was hard to get the students motivated to work and join in the discussion.  I’m not sure if this was because they didn’t understand what I was talking about, or just did not want to join in.  I think they were just being lazy and tired because it was the first period of the day! 


I have learned a lot since I have been at Lafayette and truly value the opportunity I was given.  I will use my experiences throughout student teaching and as a future teacher. 

