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Quadratics and quadratic formula.

From Monday’s lesson I learned that to teach something you must be 200% sure of how to do something. Which ended up being one of the biggest problems. As I had looked over the work prior to teaching it I believed I understood both methods completely but was stomped on the new to me factoring while doing the box method. This was not an easy task and I wish it was made more clear as it was new to others as well. As I went deeper into the problem I became more confused with it and then have to abandon it and move on to the 2nd method used to factor. Things were not as clear because it was new and having the answers I thought I understood where everything came from but did not. The student took an active role in this lesson so it was pretty engaging. 


Wednesday’s lesson went very well and prior knowledge was brought out from the previous classes, and the student responded very well. The one thing I wanted to make clear was that even though the other methods worked, at times it is easier to use the quadratic formula due to the complexity of the problem. I wanted the student to have more tools at his disposal to answer the questions. I would not have modified this lesson as it was given because once the student grabbed ahold of the concept he was fine with it and started working ahead. Which I did not notice for a couple of minutes because he would look at what I was doing to check his own work then continue moving at his own pace. From that point we just moved into student driven work and I only helped when he had a specific question to verify something. The only misconception the student had was with the negative b value when b was given as a negative number. From there I explained that in the b value the sign is also part of the equation.  
