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12-3, 12-5

This was our last week at Lafayette.  On Monday I had tow students show up to class that were not here at all last week. On Monday I reviewed the material that they should have learned last week so that they would be able to take the quiz that they should have taken Friday.  I learned that sometimes we plan on teaching certain lessons but in the students’ best interest we sometimes need to change the lesson so that they are able to learn the material that we want them to learn.  I had one student come to class late, I told him to go work with the other group but he chose to work in my group for the review.  I had learned that sometimes we think that we cover the material so that the students understand the material.  Sometimes this is not true.  We need to make sure that the students understand the material before we move onto another topic.  I think the review that was covered helped the students that I had in my group Monday.  The students seemed to be happier that the material was covered again.  I think that if the students had more then a week to learn the material then they would have had a better chance to learn the material.  Also, the week before on Monday I had only one student.  Out of the two original students that I had on Monday one of the students had came to class one and a half days the week before.  If the students do not come to school then there is know way that we would be able to teach the students.  Then on Monday I had primarily lectured because I was trying to cover a weeks worth of material in 40 minutes.  I rush through the material so that I would be able to cover all of the material in the period.  If the students would have came to school one of two of the days the week before I would have been able to cover the material better for the students, I would not have to rush through the material.  If I did not want to cover the whole week I could have had the students participate in the lesson and tell me what they had thought that we were suppose to do in order to solve the problem.  This would have gotten the students more involved in the lesson and would have gotten their minds involved so that maybe they would have been able to remember the lesson.  
On Wednesday we had a cooperative lesson planed for the students.  When class was supposed to start we had four students.  We were just about to make one group then three students came into the class.  We know had two groups. Rodney and I had had taught the one group together.  It was kind of weird because this was the first time that I had taught with another person in the group at the same time.  We did pretty well by taking turns with working with the students.  We had one student that is in my group that had not been to class for a while.  This student talked and answered questions.  The other two students that we had in our group did not want to talk.  We had to call on the students so that they would work together so that it was a corporative learning activity.  We had the students engaged in the lesson because we had asked them questions on what they had thought the steps that we wanted to do in order to get the correct solution.  I learned that I should have my calculator out and solve the math problems to know what the correct answer is.  The students needed to divide a number by 2Π when they had typed this into the calculator the students had received different answers.  None of the students had the correct answers.  I had checked to see what the correct answer was and then realized that when they had divided they had not used parenthesis.  I made sure to tell them that they need to use the parenthesis so that the calculator knows what we want to divide by because with out them they are not dividing by the whole number that they are intending to divide by.   For next time I would like more students to come into the class and have groups were the students will interact with each other.  I think that might have been one of the problems with the students talking amongst themselves is that the students in the group have not really worked with each other.  Also I would like to have a rubric typed up so that the students know what is expected of them, and that they will be graded on the participation with in the group.  I think that I am going to miss the students.  I enjoyed this experience and I have learned a lot though the experience that I am able to apply in my future.
