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This week at Lafayette went very well which was a good way to close the semester. On Tuesday, we taught the rest of the scientific notation lesson. The students seemed to have an easer time with it and did very well. Specifically, we taught them how to multiply and divide when numbers are written in scientific notation. The students seemed to really understand the concept and were able to use what they know about dividing monomials in order to simplify the expressions. 


The biggest problem the students had was writing the expression in scientific notation after they had multiplied or divided. They didn’t have trouble understanding how to put a number into scientific notation when it was given in standard form, but when the number was in a form that looked like scientific notation, they had trouble knowing when the answer was correct or not. I was able to help the students understand that the factor multiplied by the power of ten needs to be between one and ten. After showing them a few examples of what that means, the students seemed to get a pretty good understanding.

Our last day on Thursday was really great but sad at the same time. We only had two students at first and then about half way through the class, a third student came. We taught the lesson on adding and subtracting polynomials and the students didn’t have any trouble at all. We got through the lesson pretty quickly. We even had each student go up to the board and teach us how to solve the problem. After we got through all of the examples, we decided to challenge the students by giving them a particularly difficult problem to solve. The students did surprisingly well and were able to solve the problem with only one error. However, once I pointed out where they made their error, they were able to correct it immediately. Then because I gave them such a difficult problem, the students wanted to come up with their own problem to try and stump me and Bill. I thought it was really great how involved the students were in the lesson. It really showed me just how much they understood the lesson because they were able to come up with a problem and solve it on their own. I was really happy with how the lesson went.

Throughout my time at Lafayette I feel that I really made an impact on these students. I think that I have really grown as a teacher throughout this experience and I am really glad that I got to teach this group of students. I really liked all of my students and I enjoyed teaching them every Tuesday and Thursday. All of my students made a lot of progress and it makes me feel good that I had at least a little something to do with it. I really hope that they continue to do well and pass the Math A exam so they can graduate high school. I learned a lot through teaching this group of students and I had a great time doing it. I am really going to miss teaching these students.
