Casie Croff

12/3/07 – 12/5/07

Monday, December 3, 2007


Today’s lesson was focused on clearing up confusion with the material that was on the test and answering any questions the students had.  I handed back the tests and we started going over the problems together as a class.  I asked the students what they had to do to solve the problems and many of them could tell me, but then messed up somewhere in their algebra or later on in the solving process.  They were all still pretty confused about solving systems of inequalities graphically.  I decided to first have them draw the 2 lines, then shade each section, and then draw a big S in the shaded area that represented the solution set.  After that they were able to identify points that were included in and not included in the solution.  Multiplying monomials wasn’t as difficult for them, but again they made simple algebra mistakes that caused them to get incorrect answers.  Their weaknesses with basic math skills continue to hinder their performance and development of new, more advanced skills.  It’s really sad because I don’t want them to just keep failing, but how am I supposed to get them up to speed with their basic math skills?

Wednesday, December 5, 2007


Well today I only had 2 students in my group and Julianna wasn’t there to teach.  I knew that her students would be lost in my group, as they hadn’t covered the previous 2 lessons yet.  So we had the entire class play math bingo; which worked out well.  The pre-game discussion was a bit lacking, as the students weren’t really participating.  Once we started playing the game, however, they were much more interested and willing to participate.  They were asking questions when they weren’t absolutely sure if they covered the right item on the board.  I was asking them questions to help them review what the questions and terms meant.  I think this activity worked really well for the students.  They were learning and reviewing while playing the game, which they don’t get from homework and class work most of the time because they don’t do it.  I was happy to see them all playing along, answering questions, and participating.

