Brittany Ponivas
MED 300/308

December 7, 2007

Final Journal


Our last week at Lafayette was bitter sweet.  It’s a bit of a relief to be done, but the more I think about it, I think I’m going to miss my students.  Tuesday was our cooperative leaning lesson.  The lesson went a lot smoother in my head.  I think the idea was good, but the lesson itself didn’t go very smoothely.  With the three jobs, the “informer” seemed to be a bit bored when everyone else was doing their work.  I don’t know if the other groups had the same problem, but to me the kids seemed a bit bored.  I started just putting different problems on the board so at least all of the kids were doing something.  I think I could’ve described to the students what exactly their job was a bit more into detail.  I don’t think that the “drawer” realized they had to check the calculators work before they drew the circle.  Two out of the three problems we did were drawn wrong because the drawer didn’t double check the work.  But I think some of the issue was also that the students really haven’t had to work in groups before.  I don’t think it went horrible, but I do think that the lesson could have gone better.


Thursday was the typical review day.  It was sad knowing in the back of my head this was the last day that I’d get to teach these kids.  They worked through the worksheet with very little difficulty.  The only thing that caught them a bit was finding the radius of a circle with just the given points.  Once they realized that it was the distance formula it was like a light bulb went off.  It was nice to see the kids finally understanding things in a good amount of time.


I think that the time I’ve spent at Lafayette has been a learning experience and a nice introduction to actually teaching.  There were some things that I would change, but the majority of my experience I would keep the same.  My misconceptions about a city school have been made clear and I don’t think that they get a bad reputation for a few bad apples. 

