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Tuesday at Lafayette was a pretty interesting day.  We continued the lesson on scientific notation.  The reason that we were continuing the lesson on scientific notation is that that particular lesson was rather long.  In addition to being a long lesson, it was a lesson that was written by me, so I have no one to blame but myself.


When I was writing the lesson, I thought that it may be a bit long, but I didn’t think that it would encompass two days of instruction.  Scientific notation is a seventh grade topic, and I figured that the first section of the lesson would just be review.  However, that was not the case.  The reason that the lesson went so long is that Heather and I had to re-teach scientific notation on the first day, and the second day was there to teach to the students how to multiply and divide numbers that are in scientific notation.


Thursday was our final day at Lafayette.  It was kind of sad, seeing that we have been with these students for the entire semester.  It was even sadder that for the majority of the class, we only had two students.  It is upsetting to me that there are such low attendance rates but, I guess, it’s something that you have to deal with.


Today’s lesson was on adding and subtracting polynomials.  The lesson went fast, and was short, so we had a lot of time left over.  I decided that Heather and I would come up with a really difficult problem, to try and stump the students.  When they finished that problem, they came up with their own really hard problem, to try and stump us.  This went back and forth, us switching roles with the students, for the rest of the day.


I really felt that the students understood the material when they were able to “teach” it to us.  It was really fun when we were sitting in the seat, asking clarifying questions to the students.  I think that this would be a really fun activity to try and do with a bigger class but I don’t know how it would go over.


I think that it was just the logistics of the class, with having only two students, the enabled us to do this.  Perhaps if I was really comfortable with a class, and some students wanted to, I could let the students teach for a little bit.  That would really be a fun exercise.


Well, this is my last journal.  It has been interesting, fun and informative. 

