MED 308







       Matthew Garozzo

Week 12 journal

Hey Sara,


These weeks never get boring. I can really understand why it is beneficial to show students more than one way to solve a problem. On top of that, visual aids really do get harder concepts to get absorbed easier. For Mondays lesson, we had to show them two ways to solve quadratics: the visual way and the double distributive way. The kids practiced both ways and determined that they liked the visual block method. I kind of new that they would like this method the best and saved it purposely for last so that I would be able to give them the best of both worlds. On Monday I heard my favorite phrase coming from the students: “That’s all we have to do? That’s so easy!” It practically brings tears to my eyes. 


Wednesday was a little rougher again towards the end of class. I taught them the big and often dreaded quadratic equation. They were fearful of how big it was but I reassured them that if they know their order of operations, that this is no different and probably the best tool to use to solve these babies. As I carried out the lesson, I noticed one kid was starting to talk to the other, so I just continued knowing that they knew, that they needed to know this stuff. It turned into me teaching the eager one who was starting to click with the procedure, while one was trying to pay attention, while the other was talking to him. Before I knew it, the bell rung and class was over. So I can completely understand how some teachers can lead a horse to water, but they can’t make them drink.   

