Greg Qualiana

11/27/07, 11/29/07

JE # 12

Dear Bill/ Dr. Cushman:


This week went fairly well. Both days all three of our students showed up which was amazing to say the least. On Tuesday my partner Brittany taught and I taught on Thursday.  On Tuesday she taught factoring using the box.  She actually had to teach me also, because I have never heard of this method. I always did the plug and chug method or used the quadratic formula. The students seemed to like this method but were a little confused in the end.

 The following day they learned the quadratic formula.  Some of the students chose to stick with the box method, but some liked this formula.  I’m actually surprised because it’s not an easy one to remember.  I told them it didn’t matter which one they used, as long as they felt confident.

On Thursday we did the review. I started off the day with the anticipatory set, which was factoring a quadratic using any method they liked.  They didn’t get too far because for the most part they didn’t understand/remember the quadratic formula.  So I spent the next 15 minutes going over the formula along with examples.  It seemed like they felt a little more comfortable.  We went into the lesson and I helped them on the first two.  

The hardest part the students had on the quadratic formula was picking out the values for a, b, and c. Remembering the – signs was another big problem with the students.  But after going over a few examples and having one of the students come up to do a problem on the board helped with confusion.

But overall I think they are going to do well on the quiz on Friday. As long as they remember the steps to the box example or the quadratic formula they will do ok.

