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Lafayette Week 12


This week at Lafayette we went over solving and factoring quadratics.  On Tuesday I taught a method of factoring quadratics that I have only seen once before and never actually did it myself.  I was extremely surprised and disappointed that we did not use the FOIL method to solve these problems.  It was a bit of a challenge to try to get the students to remember the algorithm correctly.  When I went through the problems both the students were able to do each part correctly, as they both have good number sense.  However it was the process that was the problem.  They kept having a problem with where to put what numbers in the boxes.  They did not understand the mathematics why each section goes in each box.  I think that the FOIL method is a good way to describe why certain numbers belong in a certain place.  It makes it easier to understand how to break down the problems a little easier.  Given more than two days to teach the box method I think it would work well, however I think given the amount of time it was a bit too complicated for them.


Thursday is review day.  I tried to have Justin use both the quadratic formula and the box method to solve the problems.  There were two problems with this idea.  For one he only wanted to do the box method because the thought the quadratic formula was too hard.  I think that the word formula scared him a bit.  Secondly he did not even remember the box method correctly.  Since time is an issue I wanted to show him how easy it is to use the quadratic formula and why it is preferred because it works every time.  I was able to convince him that the formula was not that bad.  His reaction after I went through it was, “this can’t be this easy”.  I felt good about that because it meant something clicked.  We were only able to get through one problem so I hope all goes well for him with the quiz.  The situation we are in makes it hard to help anyone if they are struggling and if a kid starts to fall behind they will do poorly on the quiz and therefore do poorly in the class because we cannot be there to help them more than we are there for those fourty minutes.

