Nathan Schiro

11-26, 11-28

This week went pretty fast.  On Monday I had only one student.  So I thought that I could sit down at a desk and work through problems.  Monday went pretty good.  Wednesday I covered using the quadratic formula to find the roots of the equation.  We had a half day on Wednesday.  We were supposed to only have twenty-one minutes but we had a half an hour.  I felt like I was sort of rushing the material.  I wanted to introduce the material to the students for the teachers on Thursday.    I would have liked more time so that I could have better explained the material to the students.  I covered “foiling” by using the double distributive property and the “box method”.  I learned that more was that I can show the students to solve problems the better chance that they will remember one and use this method to get the correct answer.  When I showed the student that came to class on Monday the “box method” to factor and distribute he liked that method better then using double distribute method to solve the problem.  I think that Monday went pretty well.  I feel that the student had the main concept for the lesson.  I had the student engaged in the lesson.  I had engaged the student’s knowledge.  I had the student recall information that he had learned at the beginning of the year which was that distributive property.  On Wednesday I had primary lectured.  I felt that lecturing was in the students’ best interest for the amount of time that we were lead to believe we would have to teach the lesson.  I could have made the lesson more engaged if more students would have came to school.  On Wednesday I would also have liked to show the students how to use the calculator in order to find the roots for a quadratic equation.  This is another way that they students would be able to find the correct answer, and then they could work backward so that they are able to show work to receive the answer that they have.  When I had shown the two students on Wednesday the standard form for the quadratic equation, which is ax2+bx+c then I had written an equation on the board ½ x2-6x+15.  I had asked the students what was the “a” in the equation.  At this point one of the students had asked me how I knew that the "a" was ½ I then told him that because the "a" is in front of the x2.  He then asked me why it could it not be six I then told the student that it could be six and that “a” is a variable and it can be any number.  I told the student that in this case I had just chose the “a” to be one ½ in this case.  I wrote another equation on the board where the “a” value was another term.  I then told him that ax2+bx+c is a general formula and that we are able to put what ever numbers we want in to the equation.  One question that I was asked was where the four comes from in the quadratic formula.  I did not have an exact reason at the time so I told the students that its there just for a multiplier.  So when I had got home I had looked up the reason why the four is in there.  I know the reason why this is in there.  So next time I teach this I know that this question could arise so then I would be able to explain to the students why there is a four in the equation.  
