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Week 12 Reflection

11/27/07: Solving Systems of Equations with Elimination

One thing I learned today is that it can be very beneficial to warm-up with a problem that requires the prior knowledge necessary for the day’s lesson. Often times. Our anticipatory sets only relate the concept to something in the real world. My students were much more receptive to the material today and I attribute that to warming up with a discussion and a problem from the previous day. On the other hand, this consumed a bit more class time, which has become a priceless commodity as the weeks wind down. This week I decided that I would like to improve my board work so that it more closely aligns with the procedure of the lesson. I find that, when there are fill in the blank or short answer parts to a lesson, that I’ll get the students to explain the answer aloud and then just assume that they wrote this. Minutes later I’ll walk by to check their progress and see that all they’ve written is the mathematics I have on the board. I plan to place more emphasis on this in the future, as questions such as these are often crucial to the comprehension of the lesson. One thing I’m very proud of is that, even teaching via direct instruction, I’ve developed the ability to basically be a puppet with a dry-erase marker; my students pull the strings by telling me exactly what to do at each step. Even my students that put forth little effort at the beginning of the year now supply information whenever they have it. In this way, each lesson is more and more engaging. One thing I’d like to try is cooperative learning. I would love to have changed this lesson, or any other for that matter, to one involving cooperative learning, however, I fear that this would take up a much more time than we can afford. We are weeks behind schedule and, at this point, my goal is to reach as much material as possible (still at a reasonable pace). My hope is that, although each student may not be an expert in every subject, they will not encounter an entirely foreign concept on the Math A Exam. 

11/29/07: Solving Systems of Equations with Multiplication

We began today with the Exit Ticket from the previous lesson, since the students were unable to get to it. Once again, I believe this helped to expedite comprehension of the lesson, while subtracting valuable time from our class. It is a double-edged sword, but I believe it does more good than harm. Once again, I learned the hard way to follow my lesson plan to a ‘T.’ I was wrapped up in their instructions and consequently skipped to the second method of two for a particular problem. Had I stopped and focused, I would have guided their thought process more carefully so that they had given me the first method first (where it belongs). We sorted this confusion out quickly, however, and moved on without a hitch. I would have liked to try to individualize this lesson a bit more, as some students were able to complete each question much faster than others. I think that having the former students come to the board to show their work may have helped the latter by allowing more time for the concept to sink in. 

