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This week at Lafayette went very well. On Tuesday we only had two students show up for class, but they were both extremely attentive and willing to participate. The lesson we taught was one that I wrote on dividing monomials. Both of the students were able to relate what they learned from the previous day’s lesson on multiplying monomials to this lesson. They were able to understand how to divide monomials by writing out the terms and then canceling like terms from the numerator and the denominator. They had a little trouble understanding the rule of subtracting the exponents, but once we did a few examples both ways, they had a pretty good understanding of the concept. 

What really surprised me was how well one of my students did during this lesson. She is normally one of the better students in the class, but this is a particularly difficult topic for most students. For instance, when I introduced negative exponents and how they can be written in the denominator of a fraction to make the exponent positive, she understood much faster than I expected. It is a really great feeling to know that you helped a student learn something. It is an even better feeling to see how excited and happy a student gets when they are doing well, especially in a subject that has given them a lot of trouble in the past. I’m just glad that I am a part of this class and that I am helping these students realize that they can learn math and they can do well enough to pass the Math A and graduate high school.

On Thursday we had a few more students come to class. The lesson we taught was on scientific notation and for the most part, the students understood the concept. To introduce the topic we gave the students the measurement in miles of the distance from the Earth to the sun and showed them how impractical it would be to write such a large number every time you needed to and how scientific notation is far more practical. We had the students multiply the scientific notation out on their calculators to illustrate how it is equivalent to the number written in standard form. 
One minor misconception that one of the students had was on how many zeros would be in the number when you wrote a number in scientific notation into standard form.  The student who had the misconception was late for class, and therefore missed the beginning of the lesson where we gave a real life example of what scientific notation is and what it is used for. He thought that the exponent on the 10, minus one was how many zeros he would have to add to write the number. In many cases this would be correct but, for example, if the number was 2.13 x 104, this is not true. It was apparent that this student was only taught how to do the trick of moving the decimal place. He didn’t really understand that we were multiplying the number by a power of ten. Recognizing this, I was able to give him an example of what scientific notation means and how to multiply the number out to get the standard form. It is important for students to understand what they are doing and not just learn the shortcuts. This is because if they make a mistake like this one, they won’t be able to check themselves. They will continue to make the same mistake because they don’t really know why they are doing it. 

I am really proud of the progress that my students have made in my class. It makes me feel good that I had an impact upon their learning. I am really going to miss my students when I leave after next week.
