Casie Croff
11/26/07 – 11/30/07

Monday, 11/26/07


Today’s lesson was a battle to get through.  We were discussing Solving Systems of Equations Using the Graph.  The students seemed to follow at first.  We graphed the 2 inequalities on the calculator and they could tell me the solution set (shaded area) for each.  Then I asked them where they thought the solution set would fall for the system of inequalities and everything fell apart.  So we referred back to the definition of the solution set of a system of inequalities.  George told me the solution set was where they “crossed”; Jose told me it’s where the lines meet and Jade told me it was the intersection point.  They were on the right track, but just couldn’t see where that was represented on our graph.  I reiterated that the solution set was in both of the shaded areas.  By the end of class, I still did not feel confident that the students understood what we had gone over.  I felt pretty sure that if I asked them the same questions the next day, many of them would not be able to answer them.  That’s really discouraging.

Wednesday, 11/28/07


Multiplying monomials was a breeze compared to Monday’s lesson.  We actually accomplished quite a bit in only 21 minutes.  Since there were only 2 students at the start of class, we worked through the problems together.  I was so happy to see them come up with the rules for multiplying monomials and raising a power to a power.  It was actually pretty funny to hear George say, “Why couldn’t we just add them instead of writing them all out and counting them,” when referring to multiplying terms with the same base.  I assured him that we could and that’s exactly what the rule told us to do.  We barely got into raising a power to a power before the class ended, but they worked through a simple example and recognized the rule for that as well.  At the end of class George said, “I like doing this kind of stuff;” and Dominique agreed.  I have never heard any of the students admit to liking any of the topics or types of problems we’ve covered so far.   

