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Another week at Lafayette, another learning experience for both the students and the teachers.  Factoring and the quadratic formula was our topic this week.  We used a technique that was even new to me. 


On Tuesday we did factoring trinomials with a coefficient in front of the x^2 term.  The method we used was a both method.  It was similar to the way that I learned it, but a more visual representation.  It wasn’t really a method that I liked, but the students like it and I guess that’s really all that it boils down to.  I showed them the box method and the way that I learned.  They noticed it was the same idea, but like the box because it “kept their thoughts in order”.  I learned with them.  Eventually they got the rhythm down on how to fill in the boxes and find the missing information.

Thursday didn’t go so well, I don’t think.  It was like the students were in class yesterday when they learned the quadratic formula, but their minds were some place else.  They didn’t retain anything about yesterday.  It was a bit difficult to try to review the information from the week and teach them the quadratic formula all in one period.  There was a lot more class participation today more than any other day this semester.  On Tuesday when I tried to get the students up to the board to participate they were very reluctant.  But when the students knew the answers today, they made it known and shared them with everyone else.  Aveona even volunteered to put an answer on the board today, and she was a bit disappointed when the period ended before she could finish.

Even though its taken 12 weeks or so, I think the students are finally getting used to us and our teaching styles.  It’s a bit disappointing that we only have a few weeks left with them.

