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Tuesday at Lafayette was a weird sort of day because there were only two students in class.  Having two instructors, the class had the feel of a sort of tag team, which was interesting.

The topic of the lesson was dividing monomials.  The students have seen this before, so our main goal was to try to retrieve their prior knowledge when it comes to exponents and things of that nature.  It seemed to be a very successful class, since both of the students were actively participating.


I sort of wish that the subject was a more difficult one than dividing monomials.  When you have a two-on-two setting, it is a lot easier to engage the students than when it is a large class, obviously.  When we were solving systems of inequalities, there were more students in the class, and I am not as confident that they understood the material (but I guess we will find out from tomorrow’s test results).


Thursday at Lafayette was much different than Tuesday, in that we had a relatively full class, having five students.  The topic of the lesson, which I wrote, was scientific notation.  Like I have said before, it is much easier to teach a lesson when you write it yourself for the simple reason that you know what you meant when you wrote it.  There is really no interpreting anything.  You know what you need to do, and you do it.

The students were again familiar with the topic, since they have seen it before.  Scientific notation is kind of a dry topic, and if the students have seen it before, it becomes even drier.  I really tried to engage the students to keep them involved in the lesson.  For example, one of the students craves attention, and you can tell, so if there is something in the notes, I will have him read it aloud.  It’s just something so he gets what he wants (people paying attention to him), he is not disruptive, and he actually reads the paper.


All in all, I thought that the day went rather well, even though the lesson did go longer than I thought it would, and we didn’t get a chance to finish.

