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       Matthew Garozzo
Reflection 


This week made me reflect more on how much progress can or cannot be made when students at a certain grade level do not have the skills required to be in that level. It gets to be a little frustrating when you start a lesson or proceed with a lesson and at a certain point some or all the students cannot proceed due to lack of development on a certain skill that should have been mastered at a prior grade level. It seems kind of funny and sad at the same time, but I feel that I just cannot progress with a lesson or concept until all students or just the one show me that they can master that necessary skill. To do that I must first take the time allotted to my lesson in order to demonstrate that skill needed to them. When kids are at a 10th grade level and they still have trouble with 8th grade concepts, it really makes me wonder what they were doing at that time that led to the lack of knowledge. There are endless reasons why and most of them may very well be valid. The most frustrating thing to think about, (to me anyway) is to pin-point the exact moment in these kids lives that they start to fall behind. 

I feel or want to say that all kids grow up and progress at very similar and moderate levels in the early years of school, and once they hit middle school, everything starts to change. Some of them are at that same progression level and others are slower or faster, but why? What is going on their lives that may be specific to the way a child learns? Is there anything we as the teachers can do to keep their focus and get them to progress as they did when they were younger? Is there a universal answer to get kids motivated, and to keep them focusing on their future, never give up? 
