Sara Szczerbinski 

Journal # 11


This week at Lafayette, we only had to teach one day again! And can you believe that we only have 4 days of teaching left?! This semester has definitely flown by! 


Monday’s lesson was still on systems of equations, but focused on using elimination.  Dr. Cushman warned me before class started that this was going to be a difficult lesson for the students to grasp.    I felt the only part that the students would have a hard time with was finding a least common multiple.  All of the other steps of elimination have been introduced to the students and gone over A LOT.  One reoccurring topic is solving equations, which is a big part of elimination, so I wasn’t too nervous to introduce this concept to the students.  

For this lesson, I used the overhead again.  I feel it makes it a lot easier for the students and myself.  Instead of writing on the overhead, I reflected the image onto the whiteboard and wrote on that.  The whiteboard gave me a lot more room and also was easier for students to write on.  I have been using the overhead quite frequently and am definitely going to use it in my own classroom.  

Fortunately, after the lesson was over, I felt the students really understood the concept that was taught today.  We had EXTRA time (yes, extra time) at the end of class, so I did the exit ticket with the students.  I helped them on the first and then got them started on the second.  They seemed to understand the information, but since they didn’t get homework or any other way of reinforcing what they learned today, I am not too confident that if asked them to do one of those questions, that they would be able to do it.  I think that is a major problem with our students.  They have no way of practicing the information they are learning.  We could give out homework and be more strict about it, but we know that they students are not going to hand it in.  And we are always reminded by Mr. Koestler that we just want everyone to pass the class.  So I feel that the students are getting away with a lot and only doing the minimum amount of work that they need to, to pass the class.  This basically boils down to, being there every Friday to take the test for that week.  Which stinks!!!! But that’s what Mr. Koestler has put into their heads, so it’s something that we have to deal with.  Wow… I tend to get really off track with these journals, ha.  So my teaching experiences are great and I am thankful that I was given the opportunity to teach the students I do! : )
