Kevin Cleland

MED 300

Week 8 Reflection

Tuesday 11/20/07 – Solving Systems of Equations with Substitution

No classes Thursday)


I feel as though today was perhaps my best day of teaching thus far. I attribute most of that to my constantly increasing level of preparedness. Today was the second time I taught with Nicole and this time I was ready for her. Our first time together was the first day after I almost lost my students for lack of preparedness, so I was extremely nervous. Consequently, Nicole kindly took the reigns and turned to me for input as she led the class. This time, however, I was ready for her style and we shared a much more even balance in terms of leading the instruction. The students were very responsive to the lesson and grasped it much more firmly than we expected. There was one thing, however, that I would have liked to clarify, and that is combining like terms. Even our brightest student often combines unlike terms, so I have resolved to place more focus on this in future classes. I also plan to change the way I add or subtract terms across the equals sign, so as to signify that these terms are not to be combined.




y – 3x = 5




   + 3x        + 3x



y         = 5  + 3x

This required us to connect a good deal of prior knowledge to the new material. Namely, we did a great deal of solving for one variable in terms of another. Many of my students expressed difficulty with this concept on their district wide assessment, so hopefully this will help. I also asked them we can check their answers and they recalled immediately that we can plug the values into our original equations. We primarily taught via direct instruction, however, once we established the concept we found that we were able to have the students get involved by walking us through the process. I definitely would have liked to have our students get even more involved by modeling their work on the board. I was thinking that next time I could encourage this by offering the students a deal to split their workload in half or even more, so long as they come to the board to explain their work to their classmates. I think this is something they’ll actually go for. More importantly, it will be an excellent means of strengthening their communications skills. I can’t wait to try it.
