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Today’s lesson went alright.  I started going over the homework on using substitution to solve systems of equations.  I was pleasantly surprised at how well the students did with the problems.  They walked me through solving the systems of equations with very few errors.  The one thing they forgot was to put the solution in the form of an ordered pair.  Then we moved on to using elimination to sole systems of equations.  This seemed a bit more challenging for the students.  I’m sure they will understand more once they go through more examples and practice using the method.  We only got through one example today.  They were all a bit thrown off at first because they didn’t understand how we could “just do that” meaning how we could just “change the problem” the way we did.  I explained that we were trying to eliminate one of the variables so that we had a single variable equation to work with; which is easier to solve.  I tried to point out that all we are doing is adding/subtracting the two equations, but we are not altering the given equations.  That seemed to help put their minds at ease about the issue.  I found it really interesting and a bit humorous that they even asked such a question.  It shows they are thinking a little more critically about what we are doing.

