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This week went pretty good.  I had a short week this week because we did not have school Monday because of the holiday.  On Tuesday we had only two students but they had to make up the quiz from Friday.  So on Wednesday I had two students come to class.  So I gave the students an overview of what they were supposed to learn on Tuesday which was properties of parallelograms.  I thought that I could just let the students work on measuring the parallelograms so that the students could get a basic concept of the properties of each parallelogram.  I then told the students the properties that they would need to know to solve the problems.  I wanted the students to learn how to apply these facts that they were told to learn how to solve problems.  I felt that learning how to apply facts about parallelograms was more important then the students coming up with the notions themselves.  I learned that as a teacher you will need to decide what the most important ideas that you need to teach the students. 

When I taught the lesson I lectured for ½ the class and the other ½ of the class I had the students engage in the lesson.  When we were solving the problems I had the students tell me what properties that we knew about the parallelogram.  After they had listed the properties that the parallelogram had I would have the students tell me what property we would use to get the answer that we want.  I also engaged the students’ prior knowledge by having them realize that a right triangle has been made and that they can use the Pythagorean Theorem.  The students told me what they had to do to set up the equation and how to solve them in order to get the correct answer.  The students seemed to know and understand what was going on in the class.  The two students told me how to solve and find the correct answer.    The students do not really ever ask too many questions.  The only questions that the students ask are to clarify so information if they want it to be clearer.  To modify the lesson plan I would like to have more students come to class.  Then I would like the students to work in groups and then present the solutions to other students in the classroom.  Then the students will decide and have the students presenting clarify any questions that the students have.     
