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Perhaps the most important thing about this week is that I saw yet again the value of preparation. I was ready to teach the material and I think that it once again really paid off. Our topic on Tuesday was solving and graphing inequalities, which the students followed with ease. Since they did so well, there was nothing I think I really needed to make clearer. We did make the connection between solving inequalities and the prior knowledge they have with solving single variable equations. The students were very engaged. The entire lesson basically consisted of them walking us (the instructors) through the process of solving and graphing a number of inequalities. I didn’t have to make any modifications to the lesson. The only thing I would change about this lesson would be to have the students actually come to the board to model solutions for their classmates. This is tough to get them to do, but I believe that, when done correctly, it can really help to bolster the students’ confidence.

Our topics on Thursday were graphing inequalities and solving systems of equations with the graphing calculator. On the topic of graphing inequalities, the one thing I wish I would’ve emphasized more is the concept of the dashed line for > or < lines. This seems to still escape them, which is strange since they had such a firm grasp on the idea of open vs. closed circles. One thing I learned while teaching the solving systems of equations lesson is how confident our students are with the graphing calculator. They were able to complete this much faster than we planned and were even able to explain why the intersection point is the solution to the problem (prior knowledge). Comprehension was at an all time high, yet I definitely would’ve spent a few more minutes connecting the dashed line to the open circle from the previous lesson.
