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This week at Lafayette was definitely a change for me. On Tuesday, I taught Group 3 with Kevin. It was a learning experience for me because I have spent the last nine weeks teaching my group of students with Bill and I got very used to the routine we had. Teaching with someone else is difficult to do and it takes time to learn how someone else teaches and I had to figure out what I needed to do to work well with him. Not only did I have to do that, but I also had to teach students that I haven’t taught before. From talking in class I found out some things about certain students in the group, but it’s a different experience when you have to teach them yourself. I was worried that they would not respond well to me because they weren’t used to me teaching them.


Despite all of these obstacles, the lesson went extremely well. The student who usually doesn’t participate was actively involved in the lesson from the time she walked in the door. All of the students seemed to really understand what we were teaching and we got through the lesson with no problems. Teaching with Kevin went pretty well also. It was a little awkward at first, but after a few minutes we seemed to work pretty well together. We ended up dividing the teaching evenly between us and if someone didn’t understand something, one of us would jump in to help explain it. I learned a lot from this experience and hopefully I can take what I learned and apply it if this situation comes up in the future. 

On Thursday Bill was teaching with Kevin so I taught my group by myself. This has happened only once before this semester so it was certainly a challenge for me to prove to myself that I could teach by myself. Overall, the class went pretty well. I only had four students come to class, but everyone that showed up had a pretty good grasp on what I was teaching. I taught the lesson on solving systems of equations using elimination. This can be a difficult concept for most students but they seemed to understand it pretty well. They were able to complete every problem on the worksheet with very few problems. The biggest conceptual issue they had was subtracting the two equations to eliminate the variable. However, once I explained it again they understood and were able to find the solution. I was also impressed by the fact that they knew they had to find both variables. Most students find one of the variables and forget to find the other one. The students did so well today that we finished the lesson early and we ended up going over the exit ticket as a class.

The biggest problem I ran into today was the fact that one of my students had trouble paying attention. He was either talking to one of the other students or just daydreaming. His antics were distracting to the other students as well as to me. I did whatever I could to get him to stop talking and start paying attention without actually yelling at him. I tried giving him a look and I ended up having to tell him to be quiet quite a few times. Every time that I told him to stop talking I would ask him what the next step was in the problem. He was always able to answer my question and answer it correctly but it was still hard to teach to everyone else. He is almost always willing to participate in class, I’m just not sure what else to do when he acts the way he did today. I will try to find different ways of dealing with this type of behavior for when I encounter it again.
