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Tuesday went fairly well, despite being somewhat hectic and much more fast paced than I expected. Julianna, my Monday & Wednesday counterpart, emailed me Monday to tell me she only got through the first page of the first day's notes. Knowing this, I had planned to start on the second page Tuesday morning, fly through the notes for day 1 and then abridge the activities in hopes of getting at least half way through day 2's notes. However, I arrived 15 minutes late on Tuesday due to traffic, gratefully, Bill (a classmate) was filling in for me. I picked the lesson up from him on the Identity and Equality Properties worksheet. While working through this worksheet together I noticed immediately that there were two girls who basically dominated the discussion. They were the only ones to volunteer answers and seemed to be relatively confident with their understanding of the material. The rest of the group seemed either content and indifferent enough to nod along, or too nervous to participate. I tried to get these students involved, but I believe this will take a good deal of time for them to become confident and interested. The most interesting part of the day was when we reached the sample of Math A problems for practice. It was as if the title of the page itself was carved into a gigantic wall of ice. Every student froze and every bit of confidence was extinguished in an instant. We must have spent 10 minutes on the first two problems – and we didn’t even solve the 2nd one. Next thing you know the class was over and I was left extremely disappointed.  

Thursday made me much more optimistic. All but two of our six students attended an assembly during our class Wednesday, so I began with Wednesday’s lesson and tried, fairly successfully, to summarize it. The main reason I believe this was successful is that the students recognized the distributive property from the past. I tried to explain the associative and commutative properties by building on that knowledge and I think it worked well. I tried to concentrate on the questions I was asking, but often found that the only way to get everyone involved was to single some students out. I realized while doing this that it goes against the guidelines in Every Minute Counts and am now still trying to find ways to involve everyone without doing this. I was successful in having students work out solutions by themselves and them coming around to spot check. This got everyone to do the work, however, someone inevitably struggled and helping this student left the rest of the students bored and doing nothing. I thought of an idea to put each student’s name in a hat and pull one out after they’ve all worked on the problem individually. This way, if the student called on has to put their work and solution on the board, this will help to correct mistakes and involve everyone. The last thing we were able to accomplish was creating a memorable way to remember the difference between commutative and associative, which everyone seemed to follow and may turn out to be very helpful on the Math A. We didn’t get to the number line activity or the extra Math A practice but, given the time constraints from the assembly, I think everything went alright. I plan to work on time management and keeping everyone involved more next week.
