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So far at Lafayette High School, I have had a good teaching experience.  The students were respectful and willing to learn and the atmosphere was fairly positive.  This was my first time getting up in front of students to teach a lesson, so I was very nervous.  Once I started teaching and got more comfortable with the students, time flew by!  I found that the lesson plans we came up with didn’t match the level of the students we’re teaching time wise.  I felt I had to rush the lesson somewhat to get through it all.  That brings up a question I have.  How long is too long to spend on a topic or lesson if the students are just not getting it? Should you present it in multiple ways and use more days for it?  So, by rushing the lesson, I feel some topics might not be so clear to them.  I wasn’t able to check each students work and make sure they were doing it correctly.  I feel these students need to be checked on frequently; (a) to make sure they are actually doing it, and (b) to make sure they really understand it.  


I feel I need to do a better job connecting topics to relate to the students more.  For example, if a student heard the word “distribute”, I would hope they could remember our lesson today and relate to a waiter distributing food.  I just don’t think that is enough, because students still had a hard time with it.   Dr. Cushman, do you have any suggestions for this, or will it just come with experience, like what works and what doesn’t? 

On Monday, I feel that I lectured a lot and didn’t give students enough chances to answer questions or come up to the board.  Today, Wednesday, I did a lot more of it.  When going through the notes, I tried to have students fill them in, instead of just giving the answer away.  Also, my students seemed to want to come up to the board.  One thing I may do for next time is have the student explain their work on the board, not me explaining what they did.  This will give students a chance to use new vocabulary and speak mathematically, hopefully.  


One thing I would like to try and haven’t yet, is having the students work with partners.  I am not sure how this would go, or if they would even like to work that way.  Hopefully sometime next week, I will get the students to do this and see how it goes.  


I am really enjoying my teaching experiences so far and I hope everyone else is too.  I like that I am getting into the classroom, and not just observing, before I student teach.  Although we only have about 6 or 7 students in a group, it still puts us in a teaching situation and allows us to gain our own experiences.  
