Rodney Nelson 

Journal Entry dates: Monday September 10, and Wednesday September 12

Monday: Lesson Please Excuse My Dear Aunt Sally 

Today I learned that getting the students to speak is not very easy. As I prompted the students often they were shy to begin with and even more so as they became unsure of what the correct answer was. Once they began to do it more often and see it as a regular part of the lesson they are more willing to share with the group. I also learned it is easier than one would think to take an assessment of the student’s knowledge by asking questions and not only going off the answer but the body language as well. Another thing I learned was just asking a student how did they do something or are they sure makes them think about there response even if they do not want to. They are then able to come up with a reason or lack of which shows understanding or not. 

I would have like to make clearer on how to add fractions. I was able to explain it, but I am not sure if it will be able to stick with the students after the brief review of it. 


I think it was not as clear as I had hoped because it was an unexpected side note, as the lesson was on PEMDAS and that was a small part of a question and I was not ready for the question so I did not have a clear response at the ready. 


I do believe I was able to pull in the students prior knowledge. Where as Order of Operations was written on the board the second I said PEMDAS the were like oh I know what that is.

During this lesson I felt that the students were engaged only because they had to be because I was able to go to each of them for a answer. This would not have worked well with a full class. Even though after everything I did I went back to a student for clarification. 

I am not sure exactly how I would make this more engaging for the student. As far as modifications for the lesson I had to spend more time than I had anticipated on other things that were not part of the lesson but on things that had been forgotten or never fully understood. I would leave in more time for question and answers which I think is often left out for lesson plans. If there were no questions I would have made it through the complete lesson but I did not expect the questions I had along with the ones I did expect. As far as questions used to prompt there thinking the questions I use most often are :
1. How did you get that? 

2. Are you sure? 

Asking these questions if they are right or wrong will help tell you how the students are doing, by checking understanding or confidence that they fully understand what they did.  

Wednesday : Lonely Variable

During today’s lesson I learned that unexpected departure of students will totally mess up your lessons, as well as students who miss a class or two become very far behind and it is hard to teach them what they need to know as well as teach the students what should be covered. It shows that being in class is a very crucial part of the class. Also I learned the value of a review of the previous day. Seeing that some students how were not present but had seen the information before could easily catch on to what was being reviewed. The fact that the reviewed information came up in the new material and the student was able to use it showed me that it was important in the lesson.  One thing I wish I had done better was watch the student closely as to catch the mistakes while they are being made and not after they are already through the mistake.  

In this lesson I was able to engage the student very well. I had him standing at the board doing problems and explaining them. Step by step. With subtle bits of information to guide the student until he was able to get it on his own..


I had to modify the entire lesson as it was based on a group setting, there was only 1 student who remained with me through the entire lesson. 


The question I used most in this lesson to prompt the students were: 

1. What do you do next? and

2. Why would you do that?

This gave the student a chance to explain his steps taken and why. 

