Marie Hage

Journal Week 1

Lessons: solving for the variable. 


The first week that your at a new school is always eventful. For me it takes a few days to get comfortable with the students and for the students to get comfortable with me.  When we were writing this weeks lessons I remember thinking: “wow, were going to fly through this material, the students most likely know this pretty well.” The week at the school proved us wrong. 


The first thing I noticed was that we began teaching to the general. Instead of asking questions to individuals, we asked questions to the whole. After the first 10 minutes I noticed that we were getting an answer from the same person every time, no one else would speak up. About mid way through the class I made an effort to call on individuals. I asked, “What does the right side simplify to?” and then called on a student. After about 10 seconds of the student staring at me in silence, I asked what is 6 times 2? Again all I got was a stare of silence. I went and got a set of calculators and put one on each student’s desk, saying that they could use them if they wanted. Still I got silence. Kyle then took over and asked her name, which she gave with an attitude, he asked her what 6 times 1 was, still no response was given. I think that it was a good idea that we simplified the problem for her, but by doing so and asking repeatedly for the answer I think we might have put her on the spot and she might have felt embarrassed. If this were to happen again I feel that it might be better to move on to a different student for the time being and then go back to that student after class and talk to her individually about what happened and where she had difficulties.  

It seemed that the students understood the material ok. They were having difficulty with ideas that they should have learned in middle school. Many were getting tripped up on basic multiplication, division, adding, and subtracting. The first thing on Thursday we gave everyone calculators. Most of the time I don’t agree with the use of calculators to solve basic algebraic equations, but over the past few years some of the students at Lafayette have changed my mind. I feel that even though they do not know basic addition, subtraction, ext, it is not fair to hold them back on more advanced material that they need to know. In some cases you need to give in, let them use the calculator, so that they can focus more on new material rather than on there lack of algebra skills. 

