John Pawlowski

Reflection on 9/11 and 9/13


Well that was an interesting first couple of classes to say the least.  We had a grand total of two students on Tuesday, but double our group to get to four by Thursday.  The students that we did have, two of which were named Huessin interestingly enough, seemed to be showing up consistently throughout the week, which doesn’t seem to be the norm for that class.  They seemed to be polite and respectful, but certainly were not overly excited to be sitting in a first period math class.  That is except for one of the Heussins.  He was very diligent in doing his work, volunteered to go to the board and was not afraid to ask questions when he had one.  

The first thing that I noticed was that for the kids that were there, they seem to possess a general understanding of the material that they were being presented with.  That was both good and bad.  It was good because it may the lessons go relatively easily.  The students were seemingly able to pick up the majority of the concepts without much help.  Certainly there were parts here and there where they needed to be guided a bit to get them to remember what they were trying to do, but overall I think they knew the stuff.  The negative part of them knowing the material coming in was that it was kind of boring for them.  They were able to either do the problems without doing too much thinking or they were not really paying attention at all, unless they were being actively brought into the lesson.  


Another thing that I noticed in teaching with a partner is how different people can be in the way that they teach the same material.  There were more than a couple of times when my partner said things or did things in ways which were not wrong by any means, but in ways that I don’t think I would have done them.  It was interesting to pick each other’s brains after the class was over to see why they did things the way the did and vice versa.  All in all, not a bad first week!

