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What have I learned about teaching this week?  I learned that getting the students to respond to you is not an easy task.  There is one student in our group that is disinterested, he has already passed the math A, however since he decided to skip first period last year he must repeat the course.  He is constantly saying I already know this, why are we doing this.  However, on Thursday when he went up to the board he completed a problem incorrectly.  This was great because he made a common mistake that when taken to the group as a whole they could complete the problem step-by-step.  I did tell him that I was glad he did make the mistake he did because it showed a common mistake that we can all make.

The majority of the students that we have are willing to answer questions, however there is one that does not like to answer the questions, I tend to call on him more for the simple fact that he does not volunteer to answer questions.  I need to find a way that I am not singling out this student. 


The students most likely have covered the material that was covered this week in prior classes.  However the students did not seem to recall properties of numbers or order of operations.  After the review when we were doing a problem I made a point of asking the students what we would do next to solve the problem.  I found that going step-by-step, though tedious was actually a good thing for me and the students.  It showed the students that they did have the knowledge needed to complete the problem and it was an easy way for us to assess their progress.   


Time I think will be are biggest constraint, I found that it was challenging to complete the work in the time allotted.  The last lesson I felt slightly rushed, however as we get more time in the classroom, I believe time management will get better.


On Thursday one of the students claimed they did not know how to complete a problem.  However, when I asked him what he would do with the 5, he was able to tell me what to do.  I then asked him what he would do next and he was able to tell me.  Once he completed the problem I made a point of telling him that he did know what to do to solve the problem, and I noticed during the independent practice he was able to solve similar problems.


The one thing I would have liked to do with the properties is some sort of visual activity to develop the properties so that the students make them their own.  I am not exactly sure what I would have done at this point however I feel that they needed ownership of the concepts discussed and I am not sure that ownership was achieved.
