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This week at Lafayette was very interesting and was definitely a learning experience for me.  This was my first time really standing up in front of students and teaching an entire lesson so I was a little nervous as first. After a while, I got more comfortable and things ended up going pretty well.

I found that the lessons that we wrote we too long to complete in the time that we had. In writing our lesson plans this week, I think we were counting on the students to remember a little bit more of the material than they did since they have taken this class before. However, there were times when the students really didn’t understand and we had to spend more time on a specific concept than we had originally allotted for it. Also, due to the assembly that the students had to go to on Wednesday, we ended up having to re-teach Wednesday’s lesson. Therefore, we did not get to the lesson we were supposed to do today.

I also found it difficult to come up with activities that would actively engage the students as well as being able to complete them in the amount of time we had. I tried to engage more of the students by having them come up to the board and explain to the class how to solve a problem. I was surprised at how willing some students were to participate and come up to the board, which was great. However, I also tried to call on other students to answer questions because the same couple students would raise their hands to answer. I still felt a little rushed to get everything done so that I wasn’t able to get a feel for how everyone in the class was doing. I have to find a better way to get through the material and make sure everyone understands at least at a basic level. 

I would also like to try and connect the math I am teaching to their lives better than I did this week. I gave them some hints to remember identity and inverse properties and I tried to connect adding like terms with some real life examples but I think I need to do more. It’s hard to come up with lessons where we need to cover almost twice as much material and still come up with ways to teach them that aren’t just lecturing and solving problems. Therefore, I think that given the time constraints, any memory trick or mnemonic device will serve them better when it comes time to take the Math A exam.
Hopefully, when I go back next week I can rectify some of these problems. I would like to have more students come up to the board and explain to the class what they did so that they can learn from each other. Also, I will have students work together in small groups or with partners so that I can walk around and assess how everyone is doing better than I did this week. 

