Casie Croff
Dates:  9/10/07 and 9/12/07

Day 1 – Monday, 9/10/07


I was quite surprised at how well the lesson went today.  It was my first experience teaching a class (or part of a class).  The students were pretty quiet at the beginning of the lesson which had me concerned that they were not recalling and/or understanding the material.  After a few minutes though they began to participate and I could tell they were recalling some of the material and understand.  I would have liked to have gotten more of the students actively (verbally) involved in the lesson.  The same 2 or 3 students were answering all the questions aloud.  The others were answering the questions and problems independently on their worksheets, but I would have liked them to openly participate in the class more.  I just don’t think they are very confident with their answers or math skills.  I hope to change that as the semester goes on.  I see a lot of potential in the students.  They may need a lot of encouragement and help along the way, but they are more than capable of doing the work.  We just have to give them a reason to do the work and spark some sort of motivation in them to learn math.  We also need to help them realize that they all can do math and be good at it.


Today’s lesson was primarily lecture and direct instruction.  I did ask for student suggestions and input, but for the most part I was giving them the information.  I would like to be able to rely less on lecture and get the students to discover or unveil things on their own or with my guidance.  This discovery type learning is far more interesting as students figure out what to do and take pride and feel good in doing so.  I would like to put a problem on the board that we will learn to solve, but have students think about possible ways things or techniques they know and could apply to the problem.  Through discussion and questioning by the teacher leading the students in the right direction (and maybe dropping some hints), students can at least begin to figure out the problem or some of it.  Then I can just verify and reiterate the key points and correct any misconceptions.  I would much prefer this type of student involvement in the lesson and learning.  A downside to this type of instruction is that it could be more time consuming as it may take students more time to come up with answers than it does for a teacher to just give them out.  I wasn’t able to get through the entire lesson for today so I would have to cut some extra examples out or span the lesson over 2 days if I wanted to have students do more “exploring”.

Day 2 – Wednesday, 9/12/07


Today was a small, personalized lesson because I only had 2 students in my group.  I didn’t mind the small (very small) class because it gave me an opportunity to make sure that both students understood the material completely.  I had both students at the board working out equations and explaining their answers.  They rotated answering questions and giving answers which had them actively engaged in the lesson.  I was also able to lead a more discovery based lesson as I was asking a lot of questions to get the students to come up with the questions.  I used Sara’s lesson plan with some twists to get the students to come up with many of the key ideas and properties.  The anticipatory set worked really well to get the students thinking about distributing.  Once we discussed what happens when something is distributed, they came up with most of the answers for the notes on their own.  I did have to help them along the right path by asking guiding questions and giving them hints along the way.  Overall though, I felt the students were much more confident and engaged in the lesson than the one on Monday.

I also was not able to finish today’s lesson.  I don’t think any of the lessons have been finished on time yet.  I think a lot of it has to do with our anticipations for the ideal lesson versus what really happens once we’re in the classroom.  I’ve found that it does take more time to teach the lesson and parts of the lesson than I initially thought it would from reading through and practicing the lesson.  I think the only way to change the lessons to fit in the allotted time frame would be to cut the material presented each day and have the lesson span over 2 days instead of one.  The problem there, however, is that we don’t really have that time to take because the schedule is already crammed full for the semester.  I just don’t like feeling like I’m behind and like the students aren’t going to know everything needed and be prepared for their exam.  Maybe as we get used to writing the lessons, we will get more comfortable with the time allowed and not exceeding it in our lesson plans.  
