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This first week at Lafayette teaching was quite a learning experience.  There were a lot of things this week that went well, along with others that I wish went a bit differently.  I think every week Greg and I are going to have to roll with the punches and pretty much be prepared for anything and not expect the same thing every time we are there.


Tuesday started out okay.  Only have three students, none of which were there on Monday, I think was a shock to both Greg and I.  I couldn’t believe that out of a class of twenty-one, only nine or so were actually coming to class.  When the kids told me that none of them were there on Monday, I panicked a bit inside.  I was thinking to myself “What do we do now?!”, “Do we do today’s lesson and forget yesterdays?”.  The same questions came on Thursday when we had a different group of kids.  As a first time teacher, I was all set to teach off the lesson, but essentially had to wing it due to the students and their attendance.  I definitely learned how to adapt to the students and change the lesson to their experience and prior knowledge.  
The first thing we did with our definitions is giving an example.  Many of the students new the different mathematical properties, they just didn’t know the formal definition.  This allowed them to remember things that they already knew and make their own definitions that were easier for them to remember.  It was different for me to see the way the students actually thought and processed the information.  I always just “got” math, and never really had a problem.  But to actually watch students struggle in math was a new thing for me.  Their way of thinking makes sense a lot of the itme, and they are correct in their thinking, the students just don’t know how to communicate their thoughts well or aren’t confident in their decisions.

One thing Greg and I did was rotate days to teach.  This wasn’t my original plan, but I think that it did work out really well.  This way one of us was the center at the board, while the other was working more one-on-one with the students that needed the help of just more clarification.  This also allowed for the students to ask us specific questions and not keep the rest of the group behind.  It worked out well because if Greg or I thought it was an essential question we would pose it to the rest of the group and majority of the other students had the same question.

I am almost going to look at this week like a test week.  It was our first week over there and we had no idea what we were walking into.  We weren’t sure how much the students would know or remember or how motivated the students were.  But going into next week there are things we know that we need to change, and other things that we are going to keep the same.  The way we word our questions is definitely something we need to change.  I think we asked a lot of yes and no questions and said that the students were right a long, rather than saying, “Well how did you come to that conclusion?”.  Another thing we both need to change is putting things into simpler terms for the students.  I think we need to not use math words so much to define things, or maybe give more examples and have the students make their own conclusions or help us describe what is going on.  Next week I think that I will be more prepared.  I’ll know now to print off the lesson plans for the week if any modification needs to be done and be prepared for a lack of attendance throughout the week.
