Bill Hurley

Journal for Week 1

9/11/07 and 9/13/07



The first week at Lafayette was a very interesting one for me.  I think that it was a very good learning experience.  First of all, I learned that it is best to know your students before you write your lesson plans.  Either that or you have to be able to write open ended lesson plans that can be adjusted to higher and lower levels of difficulty.

Another thing that I brought out of this week is that you have to be flexible, very flexible.  This first week is a great example of having to be flexible.  We wrote four days of lesson plans, but we were only able to get though three.  Because of that, our group had to adjust our end of the week assessment to not include what we had planed for Thursday’s lesson.  I think that if we were to actually be in our own classroom, we would probably just push back the test a day so we didn’t have to skip material.


One thing that I found very difficult about teaching these lessons is the different levels that the students are at.  This is a very diverse group of students.  Some of the students have no problem following along with the lesson.  Then there are some students who stare at me as if I am speaking another language.  It is extremely difficult to teach because you don’t want to go to slow for the more advanced students, but you want to make sure that everyone follows along with the lesson.

That brings me to another thing that I find frustrating.  It is much easier to connect a lesson to a student’s prior knowledge if the prior knowledge is there.  If there is know prior knowledge there, it is impossible to connect the lesson.  It is very frustrating that students don’t know what they should know based on their grade level, but, I suppose, that is something that a teacher has to deal with every day.


Next week, I am looking forward to using a lesson that someone else has written.  I am curious to see how it goes.  When I write my next lessons, I think I will try to make the lessons shorter, but with the ability to go more in depth if there is enough time.  I will try to make sure that the lesson is flexible enough to be lengthened or shortened depending on the time left in the class.

