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Tuesday’s and Thursday’s Math A review session went very well.  On both days, Seham and Ashley came early, again! Similar to last week, we were able to get through the entire lesson with several minutes to spare for some review.   

In Tuesday’s lesson, we taught translations.  We first reviewed what a translation was, but looking at some pictures.  We then had the students complete the given worksheets on translations.  They seemed to do a really good job with it.  Both of the girls said that they recalled this material.  For the past couple of weeks, both Seham and Ashley came extra early to get started.  It’s wishful to think that they were eager to do math at 8:00 in the morning; I think the only reason they showed up early was because Mr. Koestler gives them detention if they don’t.  When we finished early, we were not really sure what else to do.  Sometimes I wish I had an old exam on me to go through.  That morning was a little hectic though because there was a global assessment that was to be given in the same room.  We had to clear out a little early and there was a bit of commotion.  


We breezed by Thursday’s lesson, however it still went pretty well.  We simulated a dilation by blowing up balloons (one small and one larger) and had the students measure the drawing on the balloon.  Neither of the girls wanted to blow up the balloons, so Adam and I did.  Each of them (Seham and Ashley) measured the oval on the small balloon and on the large balloon.  They both determined the small balloon to be about half the size of the larger balloon.  We explained the concept of a dilation to them.  Next, we went over various problems on the worksheets.  They did a great job with them.  A few more of our students came in with several minutes to spare, so we started them off on the worksheets.    


As of this morning, I was also short one hour, so I went to go see Mrs. Schwanekamps first period class.  Her first two period classes meet in the computer lab.  Many of these students are 9th grade students who fall behind in their math skills (came into high school behind).  These students are required to have two periods of math a day; one of them in the lab.  They work with the Carnegie Math Program, which is designed to cover an array of topics.  Basically, the students work through each section or topic.  A section might contain 10-15 questions or so.  If the students answer correctly, without any troubles, the quicker they proceed to the next topic.  However, if some do not understand the problem, there is a HINT button that will help.  When you use this button, you lose some of your bars (the more you go without pressing the hint button, the better).  I feel that this program is a waste.  Walking around the room, I notice many students not even trying.  They just press the hint button over and over again until it gives them the answer.  They get nothing accomplished this way and that is why it takes them so long to complete a section.  Many of them are lazy and just want the answer given to them.  I try and help as much as I can, but I get frustrated because they don’t seem to care.  
