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May 1, 2007


 This was the final week here at Lafayette and it was very quiet.  The lesson planed for today was a review of the Part II of the June 2004 Math A Exam.  At approximately 8:20 am one lonely girl strolled in to learn Math.  It was a fantastic experience. She is a very bright girl.  The question asked the student to find the measure of an angle given one angle of the triangle and the measure of a supplementary angle.  She new the “rules” for finding the angle but had some difficulty explaining why she was able to do the calculations that she did.  For example, she subtracted 130 from 180 to get the measure of the last unknown angle of the triangle. When I asked her why she did it, she replied “Because those are the rules.”  I asked, “The rules to what?” and she said she didn’t know, she just knew they were the rules.  I learned that this is often the case with many students.  They are told that that is just the way it’s done and they never really know why.  I will now always make the conscious effort to give the students the reasons why the “rules “work!
May 3, 2007


Today was just as quiet as Tuesday.  Students began arriving at about 8:20 again today.  The boy , Hussein, which I worked with today invited me to his Art Exhibit on May 11, at the Art Gallery.  I know this has nothing to do with Math, but I feel it is just as important.  It is about establishing relationships with students and taking an interest in what interests them.  The exhibit is at 5: 00 on Friday right after the student teaching meeting,  I plan on attending.  I will really miss the kids at Lafayette.
