Doug DeCook

Journal 10

Monday: Today’s lesson was on reflections in points and lines.  The students seemed to really connect with the material, especially when we related a problem to a real life situation.  Our pacing for today’s class went good in that we completed all of our objectives and the lesson. Students seemed to be able to reflect an image across a line no problem but the key for them was to get the line in the correct position.  I think the students were jus rushing to get through the lesson so I ended up slowing down the lesson so that we could go over a few together as a whole group to make sure we are taking the correct steps to solve the problem.  When the students took their time they were able to easily complete the problems they just have to slow down and not rush.  Today we also gave them a problem that came from a old Math A exam which got the students intrigued because I know that our students really want to pass thee exam and graduate.

Wendsday: Today’s lesson was on rotations.  This lesson seemed to give the students a little more trouble than Mondays lesson.  This might be because to do rotations you have to combine your knowledge of angles, rotation, and to be able to visualize what is going on.  I found that we had to do a quick review of angles and how far each axis is from each other.  Once the students were set on angles the rotations of the images came pretty easy to them.  I knew before the lesson that I wasn’t a big fan of rotations so I reviewed up on the material so that I could correctly explain what the students needed to know and how to answer the questions correctly.  Also, I came up with more than one way to answer the problem or some personal hints that work with me.  For example, I knew that the students would probably get confused when they were asked to rotate a triangle 270 degrees around the point (1,0).  I gave them hints and a strategy that helps me when I do these type of problems.  I drew a new set of axis through the point (1,0) and labeled it.  This helped the students see that they weren’t rotating around the origin anymore but rather a point so the approach is the same once you and determined your origin or point of rotation.

