Tuesday:


Today I learned that games are a great way to get students to learn or think about properties of geometric figures. All the students were participating, and were thinking about the concepts deeply. This was obvious in that students answered some questions incorrectly, but after asking are you sure, they were able to catch errors in their logic, explaining the reason for their answer along the way. This happened for some students, but there were some problems with this. Some of the students would just agree with another student on a question because they believed he had the right answer, so they would just go along with somebody else’s reasoning. So on the whole, things were quite clear, and overall the lesson went great. Also, the students, as explained above, were engaged in the activity. There was only a little lecturing in the beginning of the lesson, but this was just to explain the logic of the geometric family diagram. So, the lesson could be slightly modified so as to require students to give reasons for their answers, in which answering a given question correctly but with wrong reasoning would lead to points being taken away.

Thursday:


In today’s lesson some student’s lack of basic knowledge of the operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division were evident. Also lacking was a basic understanding of the relations of these operations to solving equations. Further evident was a lack of understanding of what problems are asking for. I’m also guessing that confidence is lacking as well. In particular, my student lacked an understanding of the laws for multiplying numbers by negatives and positives. Further lacking was the understanding that division of integers does not always lead to a number. I took care of this last problem by having the student carry out the long division, in which a remainder was obtained, and compared it to having a given number of computers, and possibly just a monitor, so that we do not have a whole number of computers. Also, the student did not know that when there is a whole number multiplied by a variable, and you subtract another whole number times the same variable that the variable is carried over. Thus, the student just dropped the variable totally, and also neglected to watch whether the subtraction led to a positive or a negative number. Thus most of the time was spent lecturing, in which I had to teach the student the necessary skills needed in order to even get their feet-wet with solving problems in the lesson. I even asked the student if they came in Monday, in which the anticipatory set for this lesson had problems relating to the material covered on Monday, so it was obvious that this student just lacked technical skill and some conceptual knowledge. This is why it was difficult to connect anything with the student’s prior knowledge, but more or less we had to plough through the boring acquisition of some procedural abilities. Thus, for this student the lesson should be modified to accommodate this possible problem
