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Tuesday’s and Thursday’s Math A review session went pretty well.  On both days, Seham and Ashley came early to get started! On both days, we were able to get through the entire lesson with several minutes to spare for some review.  Unfortunately, our attendance this week was a little scarce.  

In Tuesday’s lesson, we taught probability.  We played “Rock, Paper, Scissors” and recorded the wins and losses for each student.  We then asked the students several probability questions regarding the game and trials.  I think that the students had fun doing the activity and I was pleased to see that it went well.  I was also glad to see the students were answering the questions correctly and it seemed that they did not have many problems with the topic.  We breezed by the lesson and we had a good ten minutes to spare, so we went over Seham’s homework (which was on area and perimeter of various shapes).  Prior to going over the homework, Ashley asked a question about perimeter, so this sheet came in handy.  

Thursday’s lesson went fairly well also.  Our same two students, Ashley and Seham, showed up particularly early, so we got an early start.  Today, we looked at adding and subtracting radicals.  Both students knew how to square numbers and take the square root of numbers.  As far as the adding and subtracting, we had to review the rules.  We went over the fact that you could only add and subtract radicals when the terms under the radical were the same (similar to adding and subtracting fractions with unlike denominators).  After we reviewed those rules, the students were able to add and subtract the “like” radicals.  Ashley knew what to do right away when she seen a radical that needed to be factored.  I taught Seham how to break the terms down, using a tree diagram.  It seemed that she understood this method the best.  We went through a handful of questions and even finished the Regents review questions.  Both girls did a great job.  One of our students came in with about ten minutes to spare, so Brian and I tried to get as far as we could with her.  She seemed like she remembered the material, but was having a little bit of troubles.  Unfortunately, we did not have enough time to finish all of the questions and review some more.  As mentioned in the previous journal, I think that our students are making good progress and we are now able to finish complete lessons! 
