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On Tuesday April 24, 2007, we did a lesson that was incorporating the game Jeopardy. Although the lesson was great, it didn’t go so well for our group. The students that I had were English Language Learners meaning that English was their second language, and it was harder than usual for them. Although I believe that the boy I work with is smarter than he lets on, he just was not getting this game. I did the anticipatory set with the students which were to go over the physical features of a rectangle, rhombus, parallelogram, rectangle and trapezoid. This took longer than usual because a couple students came in at separate times and the students that I usually work with are usually slower than other students due to reasons that they cannot control. Although the lesson plan stated that the students just have to join in as they come, it would not work with my students. So, it takes more patience and longer to go over ideas that other students connect to more easily. The anticipatory set took too long. It kind of became the main point of my lesson, which I didn’t want to do, but when we started to play the game the students just struggled too much. So instead, we went over the properties of the shapes in the anticipatory set. The students that I usually work with are on two different levels. One student is an ELL, but when he sees how to do it, he catches on easier than the girl whom has a learning disability. 


Overall, I would not change the lesson; I would just have the previous day be a day where you went over the properties of these shapes. This I believe would help the students with the vocabulary of corresponding, parallel, perpendicular, bisector, and other terms that come across in mathematics. Then, I would have a review of the terms as the anticipatory set the same day that I played the game (like the lesson plan). I just feel that the students need that extra day to understand the terms and review them before we make a competition out of it. 

On Thursday April 26, 2007, we did a lesson that had to do with soling two equations. First of all, my students actually came in earlier than what they usually do, so that was good, but the downfall is that this was definitely a harder subject for the students.  I have found that my time at Lafayette, the students really do not know how to solve equations especially if there is a variable in it such as 2x + 3 = 7. They understand that they subtract the 3, but they are doing it to the 2x instead of the 7. I think the schools around here have to stress this more. The reason I say that is because I have found it in more than one case. Some of the students are sophomores and they can’t solve simple equations which I find struggling. I realize that this is a city school and the students are wilder, but I don’t think that the students should be having as much trouble as they are having. So, for today, both my students dame in at the same time, and we didn’t get to the lesson at all. We barley got through the first example of the anticipatory set. Once the students got it, they understood (or they let on that they did). But then the bell rang so I wasn’t able to make sure that they TRULY understood it by giving them another problem to work on by themselves.   
Other than that, Tuesdays game would have gone well, I just think we need that extra day before hand to review / relearn the properties and terms of shapes. The students did like the idea of the game. I would use it in my classroom because the students are learning while having fun at the same time which is important. 
