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April 24, 2007


Properties of Quadrilaterals.  Tuesday’s lesson went extremely well.  The students reviewed the properties of a square, parallelogram, rhombus, trapezoid, and rectangle.  The developmental activity consisted of a game of Jeopardy where students could choose from the categories of “Definition”, “Theorem”, “More Definitions and Theorems”, and “Sometimes, Always, Never.”  The students took turns choosing a category and answering questions for specific assigned point values. (Similar to Jeopardy with Alex Trebeck)   The activity was engaging and the kids took it seriously.  They not only answered Math questions, but there was a desire to “beat” the other students at the game, which made it quite entertaining for me.  The plan was to have one big game as a group.  If the students came in late, they were supposed to review the properties of quadrilaterals, and join right into the game.  It did not happen that way.  As students came in, it was awkward for them to play catch up with the property review and then jump in, so we had several “little” games going on at once.  If I had to change anything, I would have liked all of the students playing the game together or maybe as teams.  Candy prizes for the students with the highest point totals, was a great idea.  
April 26, 2007


The class began at the homeroom bell.  The topic of the lesson for today was Solving Systems of Equations Containing Two Variables.  The student I worked with could not recall the content.  We worked on the Anticipatory Set together and never had an opportunity to explore the Developmental activity. Given the following equations,      y + x = 20 and 5y + 3 = 13 the student had difficulty remembering how to put the first equation in the form y = 20 – x and was really confused when asked to substitute 20-x for y in the other equation.  It all worked out after a little explanation.  I wish that there had been more time with the students.  Just when they seem to be grasping the content the bell rings.  
