Julie Pavlock
4/24/07, 4/26/07

Tuesday’s lesson went very well I thought.  The students seem to have fun well learning at the same time.  One thing that I wish I could have made clearer was the different characteristics of the different figures.  Some of them the students would have know and some they might have seen before, but did not recognize.  We wanted the students to be able to play the game so we went over the definitions and characteristics rather fast.  This was because the students usually come in with ten minutes left in class.   I think that if the characteristics were listed all on one page instead of several different ones it would have been easier for the students to read and see the difference between all the figures.  The anticipatory set connected the students’ prior knowledge about how the different figures all connect by some different things.  The students were actively engaged in this lesson.  The only time they were not was when we were going over the definitions.  Just to make time go by a little faster I had read the definitions and characteristics to them.  Next time would have the students answer the question on their own.  This way we can see who knows the material and who needs extra help.  We did not have each individual student answer to make the time go faster.  We wanted to get through as much of the game as we could before they had to leave.  I really liked the lesson and I think that the students enjoyed it also.

Thursday’s lesson went ok I thought.  The students seemed to have struggled with the anticipatory set more than I thought they would have.  I thought that they would be able to do the problems in just a couple of minutes.  Next time I would have fewer problems so that they can get to the word problems faster.  I wish that I could have made clearer that when you find x and y they should plug them back into the equation to make sure they work.  If they don’t work then that means they either did the math wrong or they need to find another way to do the problem.  If the students would have gotten to the word problems they would have noticed that some the problems dealt with the equations as in the anticipatory set.  This was just to make the time go a little fast so that they could get of the problems done.  The students were actively engaged in the lesson.  The students did all the work themselves I only guided them when they asked for help. I think next time I would have the student create their own word problem based on one of the problems from the anticipatory set, but I would first have them solve a word problem and then they would create their own.  This would show me what the students have learned and how well they can apply what they have learned.  I thought that the students did go a good job for the amount of time we had to do the problems.
