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On Tuesday, I worked with one student for almost fifteen-twenty minutes, reviewing connections between different types of quadrilaterals, discussing properties of quadrilaterals, and playing a Jeopardy game that utilized this information.  Having the students fill in the connections between different types of quadrilaterals in the form of a graphic organizer was very effective with my student, since he was able to use his prior knowledge as well as observations to see things like “these have the same type of angles (90 degrees for a rectangle and square” that led to further discussion and understanding about how to “connect” the different shapes together.  When we were doing questions for the game, he was asked “A square is __________ (always, sometimes, or never) a rectangle,” to which he immediately answered “never!” since he viewed shapes as completely separate entities.  We then used the properties of rectangles to see if a square had all or only some of the same properties.  When he saw that the square filled all of the same properties, he exclaimed “Wow, I never knew that a square was a rectangle!”, which was an exciting revelation.

On Thursday, I worked with two students for about ten minutes, but was unfortunately only able to get through the first question in the anticipatory set that dealt with solving systems of equations.  From having the opportunity to work with them before, I suspected they may have problems setting up the question on their own as the lesson suggested, so I asked them questions throughout working the problem together, such as “How can we figure out what both variables are?” (to which they remembered you can add or subtract the two equations), “Why would we want to do that?” (so that you can get rid of a variable), etc.  Actually solving the equations posed to be a bit traumatic as well, so we reviewed how you need to perform the opposite operation to get x by itself.  The problem we did went well, but I really wish I could have more time with the girls to better monitor their progress with the different subjects we have been covering.

