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The students that we have regularly in our group seem to be more comfortable with having us as teachers.  So not only have I understood the strengths and weaknesses of my students, the students have understood the strengths and weaknesses of me.  This seems to allow more communication between the students and teachers.


Tuesday’s lesson involved probability and was a good follow-up lesson to the permutations lesson from the prior week.  Having a similar topic from the previous lesson allowed the students to transition smoothly.  The activity with “rocks, papers, scissors” was a good hands on activity to gather data.  Too many ties created a problem, but we overcame that by eliminating them.

Thursday’s lesson involved simplifying equations with radicals in them.  This was a little bit of a refresher for me as I needed the practice on this topic.  It helped the students when we used “tree branches” to show how we simplify the square root of 32, for example.  They were able to follow along and show step by step how they reached the answer.  It also helped for us to teach by drawing arrows and lines towards what we wanted to emphasize to the students. 


This week, when students were solving regent’s multiple choice questions, we were able to teach students an important lesson that they may not get from other teachers.  We taught them strategies to solving multiple choice questions.  Eliminating two wrong answers, making an educated guess to eliminate obvious wrong answers, and working backwards from the answers are all legitimate strategies that can help the students when they are not sure about a particular problem.  For many of these students, two points can mean the difference between passing and failing.

